
Conservation
District:

Thank you!

37th farm saved:

Balliet Farm
Sept. 12, 2023
Butler Township



Welcome:

Hazard Mitigation Planning Process



Tropical Storm Lee
West Pittston Borough 2011 Flood
2009 LuzCo HMP allowed for FEMA buyouts 
(approx. 150 properties).

Additional $1.5 Million FEMA grant award
Nov. 2023- Prelim Design:  New Levee.



Luzerne County Dept. of Planning & Zoning

2015 Luzerne County Hazard Mitigation Plan 
2020 Luzerne County Hazard Mitigation Plan

• Required by FEMA/PEMA to publish new plan 
every 5 years or lose grant eligibility.

• 65 of our 76 municipalities remain eligible to 
receive State/Federal grants because the 
County provided this service:  

• Flooding; 
• drought impact on drinking water (Hazleton)/ 

agricultural crops (Mountaintop/ Back Mtn);       
• winter storms.



Maintaining Grant Eligibility

34 High-hazard dams in County
(another 8 upstream/outside borders).

$225,750 Grant (FEMA FMA) Oct. 2021:
Penn Lake Park Borough Dam.



• 2025 Luzerne County Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(disease; climate resiliency; 
structural integrity of dams)
• FEMA/PEMA grant award announced Nov. 2023
• $105K project incl. staff hours
• Consultant contract valued at $75K
• Request for Proposals (RFP) ASAP
• Two-year project
• Aim to publish new Plan by Sept. 7, 2025 deadline



I want to meet you.
Designate one or a few individuals to join our team:

• Supervisors/Councilmen
• Managers/Secretaries

• Emergency Management Coordinators
• Police/Fire

• Municipal Grant-writers



Meet with us!
… then pass the resolution.



Luzerne County Dept. of Planning & Zoning

     
     Matthew C. Jones, AICP   
     Direct:  570-825-1566
     Matthew.Jones@LuzerneCounty.org

mailto:Matthew.Jones@LuzerneCounty.org
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